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Federal Surplus Program 

Department of General 
Services (DGS) 



DGS Surplus Property 
Division

DGS – Agency on record to administer the 
program in Maryland through Surplus Property 
Division:  

1) GovDeals Program 
• State surplus property - auction

2) Federal Surplus Property Program
• Surplus property from the Federal Government 
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Surplus Property 
Program Background

• Established in September 1947. 

• Educational institutions.

• States - acquire assets from the federal government.

• States authorized under Title 40 of the United States 
Code (U.S.C.), Section 549 Title40 Sec549
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2010-title40/pdf/USCODE-2010-title40-subtitleI-chap5-subchapIII-sec549.pdf


Surplus Property Program 
Background (Cont’d)

• Congress Federal Property and Administrative 
Services Act of 1949 to include:

• Health organizations
• SBA 8(a) certified small businesses
• State agencies
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Federal Surplus Property 
Donation Programs 

• The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) 
• Surplus personal property no longer needed by the federal 

government. 

• Current eligible participants include:
• U.S. SBA 8(a) certified small businesses 
• Educational Institutions
• Nonprofit Educational Institutions
• Public-Health Institutions
• Nonprofit and Public Programs for the Elderly
• Service Educational Activities (SEAs)
• State and Local Government Entities
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Federal Surplus Property 
Donation Programs 
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• Items include: 
� Communication and Electronic Equipment 
� Computers 
� Furniture 
� Motor Vehicles 
� Clothing 
� Medical Equipment 
� Hand Tools 
� Machine Tools 
� Appliances 
� Hardware 
� Boats 
� Construction Equipment



Federal Surplus Program 
Application

Application

• Download application online to participate in the 
programs 
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/SurplusProperty/Fe
deral.aspx 

• Application valid for 3 years.
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https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/SurplusProperty/Federal.aspx


MDSASP Application 
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MDSASP Donee’s Want List 
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Obtaining Surplus Property

Contact the Maryland State Agency Surplus Program (SASP): 
• Authorization to access GSA website - GSAXcess

• Inventory of federal surplus property nationwide

• Submit a “want list/property request list” to the SASP to 
search for property 

• Visit federal government warehouses/facilities
• GSA Warehouse in Springfield, VA
• USDA Warehouse in Beltsville, MD
• CMS Warehouse in Woodlawn, MD
• DLA Warehouse in Jessup, MD
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Property Use Restrictions

Generally, the done must agree to place the property into use within their 
State and within one year of the acquisitions and continue the property’s 
use for

• One year - property with acquisition values of < $5000
• Eighteen months - motor vehicles or property with acquisition 

value  > or = $5000
• Five years – aircraft and vessels > or = 50 feet in length
• In perpetuity – for combat-configured aircraft and firearms

The donee must also agree to operate in compliance with federal 
nondiscrimination statutes.

10



Donations & Relief
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• Donations:

o Computers
o Health Hygiene kits 
o Sharp kits

• Relief:

o Water – Baltimore City, Pittsville
o Food (MREs) – food banks, homeless shelters, etc.



Property Costs
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• Administrative fees
• 8-10% of the property acquisition cost 
(Acquisition cost of $1000, 8% administrative fee $80)

• Transportation/shipping
• Donees Responsibility
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Computers for Learning 
Program

• Computers for Learning (CFL) 

• Public, private or parochial schools 
• Daycare centers with state-approved curriculums
• Educational nonprofit organizations

• Online registration
www.computersforlearning.gov
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http://www.computersforlearning.gov/


Acquisition Process

Federal 
Government 

MDSASP

Donee

Donates to

Donates to
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Summary of Steps to 
Property Acquisition

1) 2)Notify MDSASP for 
property to be formally 

requested 

Review, sign, and return 
the service charge 
acknowledgement 

memo from MDSASP 

3)
GSA will notify 

MDSASP if you have 
been awarded/allocated 

the property.

4)
Once property is 

awarded, notification is 
sent within 3 business 

days to pick-up property. 
5)

Notify MDSASP upon 
successful pick-up of 

assets  
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The End


